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PARENT APPRECIATION NIGHT AT PATTERSON KENNEDY SCHOOL 
GIVES UD STUDENTS SERVICE, EDUCATION AND REAL-LIFE EXPERIENCE 
DAYTON, Ohio - University of Dayton senior Samantha Scotto admitted that helping 
to coordinate a social event for the parents of 738 elementary school.students has been "a 
tremendous amount of work," more than she and her three fellow planners anticipated. But 
Scotto balanced her claim by also noting that planning Parent Appreciation Night for Patterson 
Kennedy International Heritage Academy in Dayton has been "the best learning experience, by 
far, that any of us has ever had. 11 
The event, geared to further parent interest and involvement in the school and students, 
is also free and open to the public. Activities will run from 6:30 to 8:30p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 
5, at the school, located at 258 Wyoming St., and include refreshments, art and other exhibits of 
student work, an art contest, games and prizes and a closing concert featuring the Patterson 
Kennedy and UD steel drum bands and the UD concert ensemble. The concert will begin at 7:30 
p.m. in the PK auditorium. 
Scotto and her team, Kelly Adleta, Shannon Powell and Michael Menghini -all 
students in UD' s "Managing the Enterprise" senior management course - took on the task of 
setting up Parent Appreciation Night as a service learning component of the course. 
Working with staff, students and faculty from UD and PK, the team coordinated all 
aspects of the event, including marketing, activities, arranging for donations of gifts, grants and 
refreshments from UD's Center for Leadership in Community and area businesses, and lining 
up volunteers from the University's Delta Sigma Pi business fraternity and Chi Omega sorority 
to help out during the evening. 
"The project was a wonderful learning experience," said Scotto, who served as team 
leader for the project. "We got to plan and execute the marketing and we'll be able to see the 
results. Nothing is more realistic than that." 
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And beyond the business aspect, Scotto said she and her team mates enjoyed the 
experience of being able to generate interest in their project. "It's been great to see excitement 
about this build in the community," she said. 
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For media interviews, contact Samantha Scotto at (937) 222-6920 or via e-mail at 
brunette773@yahoo.com. 
